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Artist Statement 


The context of my work is one of tension between the de-materialized body (the body as a 
product of representational practices, language, and human knowledge) and the insistantly 
physical, mortal body (the body of disease, desire and involuntary state of being). Often our 
identities are shaped by systems and categorizations. My work reflects a comparison of 
knowledge and the corporeal; through their associations of power and vulnerability. It 
attempts to reclaim the palpable, the physical in reference to the body’s long history as a 


repository of social, cultural, sexual and religious meanings. 


The imagery focuses upon drawings, diagrams and text from a random source of cultures and 
time periods. These are placed in an interrelationship with found and made forms that reflect 
a universal familiarity. To reinforce this dialogue, a combination of aesthetic approaches, 
such as photography with drawing, flat with volume is used. Paper as a printing surface is 
conceptually important because of its physicality yet fragility: images can appear as stains, 


residue, seepage or imperfections creating fugitive, degraded surfaces. 


What is being represented in the work does not reflect its true meaning. Images can evoke a 
vulgar interpretation; text appears as nonsense; shifts in perspective and scale repel a clear 
reading. Aspects of recognition and disorientation are presented simultaneously; a feeling of 
familiarity allows the viewer to project his/her bias or response to the work, but they may also 
realize a deception of meaning. In my work, I attempt to challenge knowledge and create 


untruths. 


Helen Gerritzen 
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